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turn and sentiments that should prompt and pro-
mote it, to which I was anxious to attend. I am
likewise sorry that there are names, which I do not
yet behold in the list of the voluntary contribution ;
but while I express this my regret at its not having
obtained their countenance and encouragement, I
by no means think it should be inferred, that those
who have not as yet subscribed, are less disposed
than those who have, to concur ip the preparation
of those vigorous measures of defence, when they
clearly see and fully feel their necessity. As to
their apparent apathy, I do not feel the slightest ap-r
prehension. They only expect some more adequate
cause for alarm, some more thorough conviction
that the danger is at hand. For confident I am*
that as soon as one drop of English blood shall be
shed by a Frenchman on English ground, the Eng-
lish'valour will that moment rise to a pitch equal to
what its most sanguine friends can expect, or its
wannest admirers can desire; it will then, doubt-
less, nerve our arms with a force which no impres-
sion from the enemy can withstand. But although
this extreme danger may be still distant and out of
sight, we should not therefore be unprepared to
meet it, or lulled, into a fatal insensibility to all the
dreadful calamities it will bring upon us. Of these
calamities we do not seem to entertain a due sense
of dread and horror j but without retracting any one
principle which I ever held or uttered, concerning
the French republic, I am free to say, and am con-
vinced of the truth of what I assert, that at no period
"of our history were we ever menaced with such a
fate, nor-at no period of either the French monarchy
or French republic, had we more to dread from
France than we have at the present moment;. for
should the French now succeed in their projected
invasion, our rain would be dire and irretrievable
indeed. I do not, I say, retract the sentiments
which, while I deplore the scene of blood that
staine'dits glorious efforts to be free, I rejoiced at the